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Absorbing Details Sequentially

Study Skills in Action

Smart Study Strategy

Rework Your Notes
It is almost impossible to write down in your 
notes all the detailed information you are 
taught in class. A good way to reinforce the  
concepts and put them into your long-term 
memory is to rework your notes. When you take 
notes, leave extra space on the pages. You can 
go back after class and fill in:

Combining like terms

You can combine terms in an expression like

You can combine like terms to simplify an

Question:  How do you know when an   

Definition:  In an algebraic expression,

5xy + 1 − xy         5xy and −xy are like terms.

7x − 3 − 2x + 5    7x and −2x are like terms.

−3 and 5 are like terms.

 5 and 8 or 6x and x.  x  is the variable

two terms are like terms if they are both 

constant terms or if they have the same

Remember that subtracting 3 is like 

algebraic expression.

−3(2x − 5) + 8x = −6x + 15 + 8x

= −6x + 8x + 15

= 2x + 15

expression is completely simplified?

 factor here.

 variable factor(s).

adding −3. 


